The program is providing for the safety of essential water, wastewater and solid waste utility workers in smaller, rural and tribal utilities who have kept water flowing in their communities during the challenges of Covid-19.

The first shipments of face masks began in late July.

Most of the equipment will be sent to water utilities in communities with less than 2500 residents. The Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP) and 120Water have partnered with Watermark to get the equipment directly to essential frontline workers.

"The role of water in community health and resilience has grown during the pandemic," said Joe Vesey, Xylem\'s chief marketing officer, and chair of Xylem Watermark. "This PPE initiative is one aspect of our efforts to support the health and safety of essential water operators as they serve their communities. A safe working environment is a fundamental part of providing safe water and sanitation to our communities. By combining our efforts with innovative partners like RCAP and 120Water, and with hard-working local utilities, we are one step closer to solving water in those communities."

For further information, visit [www.xylem.com](http://www.xylem.com){#interrefs10}, [www.rcap.org](http://www.rcap.org){#interrefs20} and [www.120Water.com](http://www.120Water.com){#interrefs30}
